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through the union and went into details striking and
impressive.

"It is not the people who will suffer for these enormi-
ties/* said he, "you, the law-givers, who are the cause of
this crime, will in your public capacity suffer for it. Yes,
it is the government that will be punished, and as, with
Nineveh of old, it will not be the habitations of the people,
but your temples and your palaces that will be burned to
the ground; for it is by fire that this sin has usually been
punished." He then gave many instances from scripture
history in which destruction by fire of cities, dwellings
and persons, had been the consequence of violating the
Fourth commandment.

At the time this sermon was preached, the most remote
apprehension did not exist of a British army ever reach-
ing Washington, although war was impending. His pre-
(dictions were verified. The Capitol, the President's
House, and every building belonging to the government
were destroyed and that by fire. Mrs. Madison told me
that on her return to the city, after the British had left it,
she was standing one day at her sister's door, for she had
no house of her own, but until one was provided by the
public, resided with her sister, and while there, looking
on the devastation that spread around, saw Mr. Brecken-
ridge passing along, she called to him and said, "I little
thought, Sir, when I heard that threatening sermon of
yours, that its denunciation would so soon be realized."
"Oh, Madam," he replied, "I trust this chastening of the
Lord, may not be in vain."

I am afraid the good man's hopes were never realized,
for as far as I recollect, there was not for many, many
years afterwards any change in the observance of the
Sabbath., accused them
